Material and methods

Morphological terminology follows
and Stuckenberg (1999) . For the examination of genital structures and taxonomically important sternites, the entire abdomen, or at least from segment 4 onwards, was detached and macerated in 10% aqueous potassium hydroxide (KOH), prior to dissection. Male terminalia were studied as temporary slide mounts, then stored in glycerine, in small plastic tubes pinned on the same pin as the relevant specimen. Drawings were done using a Wild M5A stereoscopic microscope (whole insect) and a Wild M12 compound microscope (male terminalia). All the photographs were taken with a Zeiss Stemi SV11 and a Nikon Coolpix 995 camera. Body length is approximate and is measured from the base of the antennae to the furthest limit of the abdomen in natural posture, viewed from above. In the taxonomic account, the data given on the original labels of examined type specimens is rendered as follows: the labels are listed and numbered in the order found, commencing with the uppermost, and line-breaks on labels are indicated by a slash-mark ("/"). The specimens studied in the present paper are preserved in the following collections: DCDS: Dipartimento di Coltivazione e Difesa delle Specie legnose dell'Università, Sezione di Entomologia Agraria, Pisa, Italy. -JHSC: Jens-Hermann Stuke, personal collection, Leer, Germany. 
Taxonomic account
Zodion cinereum (Fabricius) Myopa cinerea Fabricius, 1794: 399 ["Italia"] . Zodion frontalis (Fabricius, 1805) :182 (Myopa) ["Kiliae" (Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany)"] syn n. Zodion notatum (Meigen, 1804) : 288 (Myopa) [type locality not given (Aachen, env.)] syn n. Zodion subapertum: Rondani, 1868: 56-57 [type locality not given (Italy)] syn n.
Synonymic notes. The interpretation of Zodion frontalis (Fabricius, 1805) has always been difficult with the original description being too general and the type material unavailable to other students. Kröber (1915b Kröber ( , 1936 recognised the species without making any comment on its validity, but Chvála & Smith (1988) 
Description of the male
Head. Antennae orange-brown, scape and pedicel with short, black bristles dorsally, and also sparingly on the ventral surface; pedicel and postpedicel of the same length. Eyes brown, hairless. Frons, parafacialia, antennal grooves and facial keel all of the same deep orange as the antennae, genae ochre yellow; all surfaces, with exception of the facial keel, covered with silvery-white dusting, which is particularly dense on the orbits and the antennal grooves. Frons and genae with only few, short, inconspicuous hairs. Ocellar triangle shining black, with two black, decumbent ocellar bristles. Occiput and postgenae grey dusted; the median occipital sclerite is laterally marked with two dark stripes, and a dark spot is present in the middle of the sclerite and also in each of the upper corners of the postgenae; the whole rear of the head, with the exception of the median sclerite, covered with long, black hairs, becoming finer and whitish on the lower part of the postgenae. Palps pale orange. Proboscis very long (2.3 times head height), black. Thorax. Mesoscutum and scutellum yellowishbrown, with seven dark longitudinal stripes as in the female: the fine midline stripe and the middle pair interrupted behind at the suture, the second pair longer and ending in a row of dots, the most external pair, wide and triangular, beginning just behind the postpronotal lobe. Postnotum shining black, only its upper margin greyish pruinose. Mesoscutum with short, sparse, black bristles; acrostichal and dorsocentral rows clearly visible, in correspondence with the black stripes. Sides of thorax densely covered with greyish pruinosity, lower half of katepisternum and parts adjacent to coxa 3, black. Scutellum with 3 pairs of setae (partly rubbed off in the specimen seen).
Legs. All coxae brown, covered with light greyish dusting, especially dense on the front coxae. Femora and tibiae orange-yellow, dorsal surface of front femora pale grey. A dense patch of black, short bristles on the apical internal half of hind tibiae. Femora and tibiae covered with pruinosity, denser on the tibiae which, at certain angles, appear almost white. Tarsi brownish-black, claws brown, pulvilli yellow. Abdomen. First tergite greyish, tergites 2-6 yellowish-brown, with tergites 2-3 darkened in the middle; all tergites transversely rugose, densely pruinose, and sparsely covered with black, decumbent bristles of uneven length; the insertions of the bristles are marked by black spots, those on the posterior margin of tergites 3-5 being larger and more conspicuous. Terminalia as in Figs 2, 9, 10: blackish brown, epandrial vesicles separated, posterior surstylus flattened, very weakly bent, slightly tapering toward the apex and lacking the membranous appendage.
Diagnosis
Zodion nigritarsis is well distinguished by the following combination of characteristics ( Fig. 1 ): large size (9.5-12 mm, in mounted specimens); orangecoloured antennae; frons with only very short, sparse and inconspicuous hairs; postgenae with pale coloured setae; pale orange palps; mesonotum with seven longitudinal, more-or-less complete dark stripes; orange-coloured femora and tibiae, sharply contrasting with all blackish tarsi; scutellum with 3 pairs of marginal bristles; theca (Fig. 7) large, long, nearly lanceolate, apically pointed. These characteristics are quite constant in the five females examined by us. The male (Fig. 2 ) also agrees well with this diagnosis, the most obvious difference being the yellowish-brown abdomen, which is not greyish as in female. Occasionally, largesized (~ 9 mm) Z. cinereum specimens with pale coloured legs are found which could be misidentified as Z. nigritarsis (see also Chvála 1965: 99) ; however, the completely orange-coloured antennae, palps, femora and tibiae, a frons devoid of long bristles, and the shape of the theca in females, are all sufficient for correct identification of the latter. Zodion kroeberi Szilady, 1926 (= carceli R.-D. auct.; see : Stuke & Clements 2005 ) is also superficially similar, being a large, reddish-coloured Zodion with completely orange antennae and a narrow theca. However, Z. kroeberi differs in almost every other detail (as indicated in the key above), and a misidentification should therefore be unlikely.
Synonymic notes
In the original description of Z. grande, Kröber dealt with four females from "Dobrudscha, Brussa, Italien, Konia-Armenien?" (Kröber 1915b: 88) . The description itself was based on all of these specimens, as indicated by the body length range of "9.5-10.5 mm" provided by the author. Kröber (l. c.) stated that the "type" was in his collection, but he did not specify which of the four females was so designated. In any event, the specimen in question was destroyed during the Second World War together with the Kröber collection (Weidner 1967) . We were, however, able to find one of the females studied by Kröber in the collections of the NMW. This specimen, which is in perfect condition, is the female from Brussa (=Bursa, NW Turkey), and is labelled as follows: (1) Chvála & Smith (1988) considered Z. grande to be a synonym of Z. erythrurum Rondani, 1865 ; however, on the basis of the present study, Z. grande Kröber, 1915 should be correctly placed as a junior synonym of Z. nigritarsis (Strobl, 1902 
Zodion sardeum Rondani
Zodion sardeum: Rondani, 1865: 146 ["Sardiniae Insula (Sardinia)"] This species was described by Rondani as being very similar in habitus, size and colouration to Z. cinereum, but differing in two important characteristics: 1) the pedicel "at least twice as long as the postpedicel" [our translation], and 2) the absence of paired dark spots on the tergites of the second and third abdominal segments. The author has studied a single male from Sardinia. The relative length of the antennal segments appears to be the only valid characteristic with which to differentiate Z. sardeum, since the paired black spots on the abdominal tergites are actually variable in Z. cinereum, and are not always well defined. In the Rondani collection in MZUF there is a male specimen labelled as follows: (1) however, we agree with Chvála & Smith (1988) that Z. sardeum is a doubtful species of uncertain status. 
